
KS2 Unit 5, Lesson 1: Jewish Special places  
Context: In this lesson, we are asking pupils to reflect on places that are special to themselves and others. 
What makes them special? We will go on to look at places that are special to Christians, Jews and 
Moslems. 
Essential core: Judaism: God and the Covenant - G-d first made his covenant agreement with Abraham. 
G-d promises he would be the father of a great nation, the Jewish people, who will live in the land of 
Canaan. Know the story of Abraham who Jews believe was the first person to believe in one G-d: 
Abraham was rich and lived in Ur; the people worshipped many gods 
G-d speaks to Abraham and tells him to leave his home with 3 promises: a relationship with G-d, 
numerous descendants and land.  
Resources: Your special place - object, picture, reflective music or sounds. 
Vocabulary: 
  

 
INTRODUCTION: My special/favourite place: 
Give each pupil an object to hold and reflect on - perhaps a stick from a woodland, pebble or shell from a 
beach or flower from a garden. Use it to talk about your own special/favourite place. You project a 
photograph and play sounds (eg: waves on a beach or birdsong) Ask pupils to close their eyes and imagine 
themselves there as they feel the object and imagine themselves there as you describe it to them. Why is 
it special to you? 
Now ask the pupils to think about their special place. Close their eyes and imagine themselves there. 
What sounds would they hear? Smells? What object "speaks" about that special place? Why is it special to 
you? 
Now ask them to write about these things. What makes a place special to us - is it beautiful, peaceful, or 
because of our memories of things that happened there 

 
STORY: 
Read about God promising the land of Israel to Abraham and his descendants, the Jewish people (Genesis 
12:1-9).   
Why is the land of Israel so important to Jewish people? Why do some call it the "promised land"? 
 
Find out what David and Sarah think on Jewish Way of Life. Go to Israel - a closer look at Israel. There is a 
choice of options including "why Israel matters," maps, a slideshow and three Jewish songs. 
http://reonline.org.uk/specials/jwol 

 
CELEBRATE:  
The Western (Wailing) Wall is the most special place in the world for Jewish people.  There are many short 
videos about what happens there on YouTube.  
This BBC video is not quite so good as some on YouTube. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zqv8qty 
What are people doing as they pray? How might they be feeling? What might they be praying for? What 
are the little bits of paper? 
Where else might people go if they have something big they want to pray about? 
You might like to "make" your own special "Western wall". During the week those that wish to might like 
to go there to be still and reflect. 
 
PLENARY & FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  
Why is the land of Israel so important to Jewish people? What has that got to do with things recorded in 
the Tanakh (Jewish scriptures)? 

 


