
KS2 Unit 12, Lesson 12: Jewish special places 
 
Context: In this lesson pupils will explore the Jewish faith as rooted in its historical origins in time and 
place as recorded in the Tanakh. 
 
Overview: 

Discuss the importance of the land of Israel, and the things recorded in the Tanakh (Jewish scriptures) 
that happened there, to the Jewish people. 

Essential core: 
Know that Jews live all over the world, but Israel is considered very special as it was promised to Abraham 
and his descendants by God. Be able to recognise the Star of David as a symbol of Judaism, which 
represents the 6 days of creation found in Genesis. 
Resources: Special places sheet, letter, Jewish flags, persona doll, 
 http://reonline.org.uk/specials/jwol  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-26987833 
 
Vocabulary: - Western (Wailing) wall, Temple Mount, Jerusalem, Israel. 
  
INTRODUCTION                                                                                                                                                                                                   
This week David has brought a Jewish flag and a letter from someone in his family who is living in Israel. 
David was a great Jewish King talked about in the Tenakh. He made the city of Jerusalem the most 
important Jewish place. Talk about the star of David and people's special places. 
  
STORY: 
Read about God promising the land of Israel to Abraham and his descendants, the Jewish people (Genesis 
12:1-9).   
Why is the land of Israel so important to Jewish people? Why do some call it the "promised land"? 
 
Find out what David and Sarah think on Jewish Way of Life. Go to Israel - a closer look at Israel. There is a 
choice of options including "why Israel matters," maps, a slideshow and three Jewish songs. 
http://reonline.org.uk/specials/jwol  
 
CELEBRATE:  
The Western (Wailing) Wall is the most special place in the world for Jewish people.  There are many short 
videos about what happens there on YouTube.  
This BBC video is not quite so good as some on YouTube. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zqv8qty 
What are people doing as they pray? How might they be feeling? What might they be praying for? What 
are the little bits of paper? 
Where else might people go if they have something big they want to pray about? 
You might like to "make" your own special "Western wall". During the week those that wish to might like 
to go there to be still and reflect.  
 
PLENARY & FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  
Why is the land of Israel so important to Jewish people? What has that got to do with things recorded in 
the Tanakh (Jewish scriptures)? 
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