
Jewish special places 

 
The land of Israel itself is a very sacred place to Jewish people. Jews who do not live there try to visit at 
some point in their lives. In particular, Jerusalem is important because it is the ancient capital of Israel 
and the site of the original temple. The Western Wall of the ancient temple remains. This is where the 
tablets that Moses brought down from Mt. Sinai with the ten commandments were stored in a golden 
box called the Ark of the Covenant. Jewish tradition regards the Mount as the location of a number of 
important events mentioned in the Bible,  including Abraham's binding of Isaac, Jacob's dream, the 
threshing floor which King David purchased from Araunah the Jebusite,[5]and the location of the two 
Jewish Temples. Jewish people make pilgrimages to this wall as it is their holiest place. It is also called 
the Wailing Wall because people grieve the destruction of the temple and other persecutions of the 
Jews. 

The Call of Abram (Abraham) - a promised land:  Genesis 12: 1-7 

 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the 
land I will show you.  “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name 
great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot 
went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran.  He took his wife Sarai, 
his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, 
and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. Abram traveled through the land as far 
as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land.  The 
Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring] I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to 
the Lord, who had appeared to him. From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched 
his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the Lord and called on the 
name of the Lord. 
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